Text
On 7 October, 2023, Magen David Adom in Israel (MDA) treated hundreds of casualties across the south of Israel
Among the first to treat the injured were Dani Shtarkman and Peter Lesnik from Ofakim station
Dani
Three years have passed since 7 October 2023. 
We are not the same people, I am not the same person. 
I don't think anyone remained the same. 
I got a call about four people injured from gunshots in the Kibbutz Re'im area. 
We got into the ambulance, we arrived, we departed from Ofakim. A jeep stopped us with a 16-year-old boy with a gunshot wound and shrapnel in his hand. 
While I was treating him in the back of the ambulance, I heard bursts of gunfire. 
The window next to Peter shattered and Peter started screaming and moaning in pain.
Text
At the same time, Yasser abu Regila was called to treat wounded in an number of Bedouin villages in southern Israel.
Yasser
We received a report that a there was a direct hit by a missile inside a house in the Bedouin community. This is the most difficult situation for any medical staff member, you encounter the family.
Dani
Come, come here. This is Peter, this is my driver. 
Peter 
This is my lifesaver. I give him a bouquet. Please film this. Look, let them film you. He saved me on 7 October.
Dani
The feeling of working in MDA, the feeling of security, of being in an ambulance wearing MDA uniforms, is immense. You don't harm medical teams. You don't harm them.
Text
Under international humanitarian law, medical transports and medical personnel must be respected and protected in all circumstances.
Dani
It's impossible to understand what we went through. 
We at MDA lost dozens of people. 
I lost workers. 
I lost volunteers.
Yasser
Life doesn't stop here, we continue, but it's not easy. 
It's a fracture. 
Still, still, the whole ‘movie’ is in my head to this day.
Text
Following the events, the ICRC, together with MDA and local organizations,
established an annual emergency medical training project for the communities in the Bedouin villages.
Yasser
The MDA and ICRC project is a very, very, very important, very, very vital project. Do you know how many people are signing up? How many people are contacting me? Lots , and I'm not exaggerating.
Dani
I am proud of our volunteers and our employees.
Yasser
You feel like you belong to this organization and you really rescue and people trust you. 
Text
The ICRC continues to support communities in all areas affected by conflict.
