Target audience: Postconflict settings. 
Beyond the ones included in the study (Cyprus, like Nepal or Bosnia and Herzegovina), we have quite a few relevant contexts in Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Asia-Sri Lanka, Philippines, and Lebanon
Title: Families of the Missing | Paths to peace
 
Intro: While peace is negotiated by politicians and diplomats, history shows us that if you ignore the thousands of unresolved disappearances, a ceasefire is just a pause button on trauma. Our colleague, Florian  von Koenig explains in this video why the families of the missing aren't just victims— but, as new research from the ICRC shows, they can make a powerful, and at times overlooked, contribution to lasting peace. 
For more information: https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/missing-persons-and-peacebuilding-role-families-missing
 Script – long version 
Currently, there are more than one hundred and thirty armed conflicts around the world, an unprecedented number in recent history. And wherever there is armed conflict, people go missing. Not knowing the fate of a loved one is a form of emotional trauma that virtually everyone can relate to. Imagine your parents, your spouse, or your child does not come home one day and you don't know where they are, what happened to them, whether they're alive or dead. 
This uncertainty can have an absolutely all consuming effect on those concerns. Missing persons are one of the most profound consequences of armed conflict that can affect the lives of people, their communities and entire societies long after hostilities have ended.   Whether in Syria, in Nigeria, in Colombia, or the Western Balkans, we encounter thousands of families in our work whose lives have been fundamentally upended by the disappearance of a loved one, and many of them continue to live with uncertainty about the fate of their relatives for decades. 
What we have observed in many places is that the desperation of families and their communities is instrumentalized by those in power to foment grievances, resentments and to perpetuate divisions. But instinctively, we knew that this is only part of a larger story, where families are not only victims, but also agents in their own right. Often, families cannot wait for authorities to start searching for their loved ones. They take action.  And what we have observed in places like Cyprus, like Nepal or Bosnia and Herzegovina is that there is a shared humanity and a shared need to know the fate of their loved ones. That drives families to reach out across conflict lines, sometimes even while hostilities are still ongoing, to find families on the other side that share the same predicament. And in these cases, there are instances where families then take joint action to search for their relatives and to advocate with authorities, with those in power for efforts to be made to clarify their fate.   And this speaks to the larger recognition that while the missing issue is a tragic and cruel consequence of war, addressing it can be a vector to work towards peace and reconciliation, and families of the missing are and need to be part of any such effort. 
And therefore, empowering families to become effective agents in their own right is an important step towards peace.





2x short versions

Part 1
Intro:
While peace is negotiated by politicians and diplomats, history shows us that if you ignore the thousands of unresolved disappearances, a ceasefire is just a pause button on trauma. Our colleague, Florian  von Koenig explains in this video why the families of the missing aren't just victims— but, as new research from the ICRC shows, they can make a powerful, and at times overlooked, contribution to lasting peace. 
For more information: https://www.icrc.org/en/publication/missing-persons-and-peacebuilding-role-families-missing
Part 1 script:
Currently, there are more than one hundred and thirty armed conflicts around the world, an unprecedented number in recent history. And wherever there is armed conflict, people go missing. Not knowing the fate of a loved one is a form of emotional trauma that virtually everyone can relate to. Imagine your parents, your spouse, or your child does not come home one day and you don't know where they are, what happened to them, whether they're alive or dead. 
This uncertainty can have an absolutely all consuming effect on those concerns. Missing persons are one of the most profound consequences of armed conflict that can affect the lives of people, their communities and entire societies long after hostilities have ended.   Whether in Syria, in Nigeria, in Colombia, or the Western Balkans, we encounter thousands of families in our work whose lives have been fundamentally upended by the disappearance of a loved one, and many of them continue to live with uncertainty about the fate of their relatives for decades. 
What we have observed in many places is that the desperation of families and their communities is instrumentalized by those in power to foment grievances, resentments and to perpetuate divisions. But instinctively, we knew that this is only part of a larger story, where families are not only victims, but also agents in their own right. Often, families cannot wait for authorities to start searching for their loved ones. They take action. 

Part 2 Intro
Currently, there are more than one hundred and thirty armed conflicts around the world, an unprecedented number in recent history. And wherever there is armed conflict, people go missing. Not knowing the fate of a loved one is a form of emotional trauma that virtually everyone can relate to. Our colleague, Florian  von Koenig explains in this video the new research from the ICRC that shows that families of the missing can make a powerful, and at times overlooked, contribution to lasting peace. 
For more information: https://shop.icrc.org/report-missing-persons-and-peacebuilding-the-role-of-families-of-the-missing-…

Part 2 script:
What we have observed in places like Cyprus, like Nepal or Bosnia and Herzegovina is that there is a shared humanity and a shared need to know the fate of their loved ones. That drives families to reach out across conflict lines, sometimes even while hostilities are still ongoing, to find families on the other side that share the same predicament. And in these cases, there are instances where families then take joint action to search for their relatives and to advocate with authorities, with those in power for efforts to be made to clarify their fate.   And this speaks to the larger recognition that while the missing issue is a tragic and cruel consequence of war, addressing it can be a vector to work towards peace and reconciliation, and families of the missing are and need to be part of any such effort. 

And therefore, empowering families to become effective agents in their own right is an important step towards peace.




